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2.7 Use of depleted uranium

The 1991 Gulf War was the first conflict in which depleted uranium (DU) munitions
were used extensively. Atotal of about 300 tonnes of DU were fired by the US and the

UK during this war, with DU remaining in the environment as dust or small fragments.

The US Depariment of Defense and the UK Ministry of Defence have admitted that
the American and British coalition forces also used ammunition made from DU in
the 2003 Irag War. British Challenger tanks, for example, expended 1.9 tonnes of
DU munitions, approximately twice as much as UK troops used in the 1991 Gulf
War. DU was used in fank battles, also involving UK froops, fo the west and south-
west of Al Basrah.

ing water resources. According to the UK Ministry of Defence, target areas are
likely to be at a maximum distance of 3 km from firing posifions. In June 2003,
scienfists from the UK Ministry of Defence completed a preliminary technical as-
sessment of some Iragi tanks thought to have been struck by DU rounds. So far, the
UK Ministry of Defence findings indicate very low levels of DU in the vicinity of these
tanks. Most of the heavy military equipment has been moved, mainly by troops,
from the battlegrounds to scrap areas. While this made it difficult for the UK scien-
tists to find remaining tanks or other heavy military equipment in the actual areas
of battle, the scientists noted that most of the tanks found showed low levels of
radicactivity, and were clearly marked with paint indicating that they had been hit
by DU ammunition.

Environment in Irag 20 UMEP Progress Report
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original size
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